
 

Progression in Writing 
Intent: 
Through our English curriculum, St George’s Catholic Voluntary Academy promotes high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong 
command of the spoken and written language. Pupils are supported develop their love of writing through our Talk4Writing approach to writing. Our 
curriculum for writing ensures that all pupils:  
 
• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  
• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  
• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  
• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas  
• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate 
 
 

Implementation: 
1. Curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth in writing and our planning is built around the Talk4Writing methodology. Drivers are derived from an 

exploration of the backgrounds of our students, our beliefs about high quality education and our values. They are used to ensure we give our students 
appropriate and ambitious curriculum opportunities. Our curriculum drivers are community, spirituality, equality, opportunity and aspiration. 

2. Cultural capital gives our students the vital background knowledge required to be informed and thoughtful members of our community who 
understand and believe in British values. We explore the writing of classic, high quality authors across all years groups. 

3. The breadth of model texts used/created is shaped by our curriculum drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our ambition for students to study the 
best of what has been thought and said by many generations of academics and scholars. We aim to plan for the study of at least one fiction and one 
non-fiction text each half term.  

4. Cognitive science tell us that working memory is limited and that cognitive load is too high if students are rushed through content. This limits the 
acquisition of long-term memory. Cognitive science also tells us that in order for students to become creative thinkers, or have a greater depth of 
understanding they must first master the basics, which takes time. This feeds into the T4W scheme, where repetition is key and revisits are a part of 
every day learning.  

5. Threshold Concepts: 

  COMPOSITION: To write with purpose; to use imaginative description; to organize writing appropriately, use paragraphs; use sentences appropriately. 

 TRANSCRIPTION: Present neatly; spell correctly; punctuate accurately 

 ANALYSIS & PRESENTATION: Analyse writing; present writing 
 

6. Pedagogical Content Knowledge and Strategies: The writing curriculum (T4W) is carefully planned so that all aspects of writing are revisited at least 
once per half term and built upon throughout their writing journey.  

 
 

  



Milestone 1 Year 1  

 
Milestone 1 Year 2  



 
  



Milestone 2 Year 3  

 
  



Milestone 2 Year 4  

 
  



Milestone 3 Year 5  

 
  



Milestone 3 Year 6  

 
 

 



Breadth of Study 

Fiction (possible ideas for models) Non-Fiction 

Year 1 The Wishing Tale (The elves and the shoe maker, Little Red Hen) 
Tale of Magical Disaster (Magic Porridge Pot) 

Finding Tale (Luty and the Mermaid) 
Tale of Defeating the Monster (Rapunzel) 

Tale of Quest (Dick Whittington) 

Labels and Captions 
Persuasive 

Instructions and persuasion 
Instructions 

Information texts 
Recount 

Year 2 Tale of Quest (Little Red Riding Hood) 
Rags to Riches (Cinderella) 

Finding Tale (Where the wild things are) 
Tale of Fear (The Papaya that spoke) 

Warning Tale (The Door in the Mountain) 
Tale of Defeating the Monster (The Paper Bag Princess) 

 
 

Instructions 
Persuasive 

Recount in the form of a letter 
Information texts 

Explanations 

Year 3 The Wishing Tale (3 Billy Goats Gruff) 
Tale of Defeating the Monster (The Reluctant Dragon) 

Warning Tale (Adventures at Sandy Cove) 
Losing Tale (Daft Jack) 

Finding Tale (The Thing in the Basement) 
Tale of Quest (Medusa and Perseus) 

Instructions 
Non chronological report 

Recount in the form of a letter 
Persuasive 
Discussion 
Explanation 

Year 4 Tale of Quest (The Edge of the World) 
Tale of Defeating the Monster (Cockleshell Heroes) 

Tale of Fear (Warhorse) 
Losing Tale (Pandora’s Box) 

Finding Tale (The Noise) 
Warning Tale (Risky Business) 

Discussion 
Instructions 

Recount in the form of a letter 
Journalistic  
Persuasive 

Information Texts 

Year 5 The Wishing Tale (The Story of Isis and Osiris) 
Losing Tale (The Lost) 

Tale of Quest (Little Red) 
Warning Tale (Why the Whales Came) 
Defeating the Monster (Harry Potter) 

Tale of fear (Dr Who) 

Discussion 
Explanation 
Instructions 
Journalistic  
Persuasive 

Information Texts 

Year 6 Tale of Quest (Kidnapped) 
Tale of Fear (The Canal) 

The Wishing Tale (White Horse of Zennor) 
Warning Tale (Holes) 

Defeating the Monster (Beowolf) 

Journalistic 
Autobiography/biography 

Information texts 
Discussion 

Instructions/Explanation 



 


